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Introduction to Family History: 
Beginning the Search for Your Ancestors

Julie Pitcher
Family History Consultant

CNY Family History Conference 2006

How Do I Start My Family History?

• Write Down What You Know

• Decide What Information is Missing

• Find Out What Others Know

• Search Additional Records

Four Simple Steps:

Start in the Beginning

• Proceed from Known to Unknown

• Begin with Yourself

• Establish Sure Links with
Best Available Sources

• Use Genealogical Forms
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Genealogical Forms: Pedigree Chart
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Eduard Stütz

M : 
P : 

B : 
P : 

18 Feb 1868 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

D: 
P : 

29 Dec 1949 
Los Angeles,Los Angeles,California,USA 

Karl Stütz

M : 
P : 

21 Jun 1858 
Raxendorf,Melk,Lower Austria,Austria 

B : 
P : 

5 Oct 1835 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

D: 
P : 

20 Jan 1902 
Pasadena,Los Angeles,California,USA 

Magdalena Liedl
B: 
P : 

1 Jul 1838 
Kleinpertholz,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

D: 
P : 

29 Dec 1925 
San Pedro,Los Angeles,California,USA 

Martin Stütz

M:
P:

12 May 1823 
Raxendorf,Melk,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

5 Nov 1772 
Mitterschlag,Langschlag,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

10 Sep 1861 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

Elisabeth Gföller
B:
P:

1 Apr 1795 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

Joachim Liedl

M:
P:

8 Feb 1825 
Martinsberg,Zwettl,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

25 Oct 1807 
Kleinpertholz,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

28 Jul 1869 
Kleinpertholz,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

Magdalena Peyerl
B:
P:

24 Apr 1799 
Roggenreith,Kirchschlag,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

28 Jul 1873 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

Johann Michael Stütz

M :
P :

10 Jun 1765 
Groß-Gerungs,Zwettl,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

14 Aug 1728 
Mitterschlag,Langschlag,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

15 Nov 1790 
Mitterschlag,Langschlag,LA,Austria 

Julianna Hofer 
B:
P:

6 May 1742 
Siebenhöf,Langschlag,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

28 Sep 1823 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,Lower Austria,Austria 

Johannes Gföller

M :
P :

22 Sep 1789 
Heiligentblut,Melk,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

Abt 1739 
of Steinbach,Raxendorf,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

31 Aug 1803 
Steinbach,Raxendorf,Lower Austria,Austria 

Maria Anna Hainitz 
B:
P:

28 Jan 1752 
Laufenegg,Raxendorf,Lower Austria,Austria 

D:
P:

Franz Liedl

M :
P :

8 May 1798 
Martinsberg,Zwettl,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

14 Dec 1756 
Wiehalm,Martinsberg,Lower Austria,Austria 

D:
P:

Bef 1849 
Kleinpertholz,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

Anna Maria Schuster 
B:
P:

9 Dec 1767 
Größenbach,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

27 Apr 1849 
Kleinpertholz,Martinsberg,LA,Austria 

Johann Caspar Peyerl 

M :
P :

30 Jun 1795 
Schönbach,Zwettl,Lower Austria,Austria 

B :
P:

31 Dec 1760 
Roggenreith,Kirchschlag,LA,Austria 

D:
P:

28 Nov 1819 
Roggenreith,Kirchschlag,LA,Austria 

Theresia Weittenauer
B:
P:

24 Aug 1776 
Lengau,Schönbach,Lower Austria,Austria 

D:
P:

31 Jan 1847 
Roggenreith,Kirchschlag,LA,Austria 

Genealogical Forms: Family Group Sheet
  

Husband Karl Stütz
Born Place5 Oct 1835 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place20 Jan 1902 Pasadena, Los Angeles, California, USA
Buried Place Mountain View Cem., Altadena, California, USA
Married Place21 Jun 1858 Raxendorf, Melk, Lower Austria, Austria
Husband's father Martin Stütz
Husband's mother Elisabeth Gföller

Wife Magdalena Liedl
Born Place1 Jul 1838 Kleinpertholz, Martinsberg, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place29 Dec 1925 San Pedro, Los Angeles, California, USA
Buried Place Mountain View Cem., Altadena, California, USA
Wife's father Joachim Liedl
Wife's mother Magdalena Peyerl

Children List each child in order of birth. 

Theresia Stütz1 F 
Born Place20 Jul 1859 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place15 Jan 1955 San Pedro, Los Angeles, California, USA
Buried Place Calvary Cem., East Los Angeles, California, USA
Spouse 

Married Place

Karl Baromäus Stütz2 M
Born Place31 Aug 1861 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place22 May 1871 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Buried Place
Spouse 

Married Place

Katharina Stütz3 F 
Born Place25 Nov 1863 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place21 May 1865 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Buried Place
Spouse 

Married Place

Anna Maria Stütz4 F 
Born Place25 Jan 1866 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place1 May 1951 Long Beach, Los Angeles, California, USA
Buried Place5 May 1951 Calvary Cem., East Los Angeles, California, USA
Spouse 

Married Place

Eduard Stütz 5 M
Born Place18 Feb 1868 Steinbach, Raxendorf, Lower Austria, Austria
Chr. Place
Died Place29 Dec 1949 Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, USA
Buried Place3 Jan 1950 Inglewood Park Cem, Los Angeles, California, USA
Spouse 

Married Place

 

Genealogical Forms: Family Group Sheet 
Sources  

Husband Karl Stütz
Wife Magdalena Liedl

 

Notes
CHILD  1 - Theresia Stütz

Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 74, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese Archives; 
Steinbach 4.

CHILD  2 - Karl Baromäus Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 91, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese Archives; 
Steinbach 4.

Church Record: Death Book E, 1863-1946, p. 44, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4. 

CHILD  3 - Katharina Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 113, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese 
Archives; Steinbach 4.

Church Record: Death Book E, 1863-1946, p. 14, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4. 

CHILD  4 - Anna Maria Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 133, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese 
Archives; Steinbach 4.

CHILD  5 - Eduard Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 151, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese 
Archives; Steinbach 4.

CHILD  6 - Leopold Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book E, 1849-1871, p. 180, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria, St. Pölten Diocese Archives; 
Steinbach 4.

CHILD  7 - Karl Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book F, 1871-1920, p. 8, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4.

CHILD  8 - Johanna Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book F, 1871-1920, p. 24, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4. 

CHILD  9 - Anna Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book F, 1871-1920, p. 39, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4. 

CHILD  10 - Franz Seraph Stütz
Church Record: Birth Book F, 1871-1920, p. 55, Raxendorf Parish, Lower Austria, Austria; Steinbach 4. 
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Document Your Sources

• Future Access to Record & Entry

• Information is Often Subjective

• Eliminates Redundant Research 

• Means of Evaluating Reliability 

• Makes Your Research Trustworthy

General Documentation Guidelines

• Record Sources as You Work

• Provide Sufficient Information

• Use Your Name (not “me” or “I”)

• Cite the Source You Actually Use
(e.g. published abstract vs. original)

Elements of Documentation

• Record Type

• Record Name or Title

• Page Number or Entry Identification

• Record Creator

• Record Location
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Simple Records System

• Surname Folders

• Notebooks

• Research Binders

• Contact & Research Logs

Computer & Genealogical Software

• Variety of Programs Available

• Assist with Data Management
• Automated Organization
• Uniform Data Fields & Documentation
• Printing & Report Functions
• Data Sharing

Personal Ancestral File (PAF)

familysearch.org
Order/Download Products (menu bar)

Software Downloads – Free

Personal Ancestral File 5.2.18.0

Follow Download Procedures
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Genealogical Conventions

• People
• Full Names & Maiden Names of Females

• Places
• Village, County, State & Country

• Dates
• Day, Month & Year (e.g. 2 Mar 1654)

Revisit Our Research Method

• Write Down What You Know

• Decide What Information is Missing

• Find Out What Others Know

• Search Additional Records

Four Simple Steps:

Write Down What You Know
• Start with What YOU Know

• Find More Information at Home

• Contact Other Relatives
• Share Information You Have
• Letters & Emails, Visits, Phone Calls, etc.
• Discover New Family Contacts

• Compile All Known Family Information
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Decided What is Missing

• Focus on One or Two Lines
• Follow Pedigree Chart from Yourself
• Proceed from Known to Unknown

• Concentrate Your Search
• Often Based on Geography & Time Period
• Do Not Use Shotgun Approach

• Develop Research Objectives

Basic Research Objectives

• Dates
• When was Johann Gföller Born?
• When did Martin Stütz move to Steinbach?

• Places
• Where did Georg Frühwalt live previously?
• Where were Caspar Peyerl & Magdalena 

Weittenaur Married? 

• People
• Who was Martin Lidl’s Father?
• What was Anna’s Maiden Name? 

Public Lists & Databases

• Ancestry.com (Commercial) 

• FamilySearch.org (LDS databases)
• Ancestral File
• International Genealogical Index
• Vital Records Index

• Social Security Death Index (Government)

• Independent Family Websites (Private)
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Compiled Histories

• Published Family Histories

• Manuscript Family Histories

• Local & Regional Histories

• Ethnic & Religious Histories

• Genealogical Periodicals & Newsletters

Locating Compiled Histories
• Historical Societies & Associations

• Libraries
• Public
• Private
• Institutional

• Commercial Outlets
• Genealogical Publishing Houses
• Internet Sources
• Private Publishers

Research Aids

• Maps
• Overview Maps – 1:150,000 scale
• Detail Maps – 1:100,000 scale
• Extreme Focus Maps – 1:50,000 scale

• Gazetteers

• Research Outlines

• Commercial Publications
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Primary vs. Secondary 
Sources of Information

• Primary Sources
• Original Records
• Document an Event or Transaction

• Secondary Sources
• Publications & Manuscripts
• Databases & Internet Lists
• Interpret or Extract Original Records

Reliability & Accuracy of Sources

• Why are Primary Sources Preferred?

• Are Original Records Foolproof?

• We are Inconsistent & Prone to Error

• All Sources must be Interpreted 

• Distance from Event = Greater Error

Creators of Original Records

• Families

• Governments

• Churches

• Businesses

• Organizations & Institutions
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Federal, State & Local
Government Records

• Census Enumerations

• Tax Assessment & Collection

• Vital Statistics (Birth, Marriage & Death)

• Court Records

• Real Property (Land) Records

Federal, State & Local
Government Records cont.

• Election Records 

• Public Welfare Documentation 

• School & Educational Records

• Immigration & Citizenship Records

• Penitentiary & Institutional Records

Where are Government Records?

• Contact Appropriate Office

• National Archives
• Washington D.C.
• Branch Archives

• State Archives

• Local Government Archives
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Government Records in 
Other Formats

• Historical Societies & Associations 

• Libraries

• Internet 

• Commercial Outlets

Church Records

• Birth & Baptismal Records

• Marriage Records

• Death & Burial Records

• Membership Lists

• Disciplinary Records

Where are Church Records?

• Individual Churches

• Regional Church Archives

• National Church Archives

• Other Locations
• Historical Societies & Associations
• Libraries
• Internet
• Commercial Outlets
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Business Records

• Employment History

• Personnel File

• Health Record
• Residency
• Vital Statistics
• Family
• Fiscal
• Health

Where are Business Records?

• Business Archives

• Government Archives

• Libraries 

• Local Historical Societies & Assoc.

• Internet & Commercial Pubs

Organizational & Institutional Records

• Clubs & Societies
• Ethnicity
• Language
• Interests

• Medical Facilities 

• Labor Unions & Trade Associations

• Sports Leagues
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Let’s Review!

• Research Method

• Organizing Information

• Beginning with Family Sources

• Primary & Secondary Records &
Where to Locate Them

Where Do I Go from Here?

• Continue to Educate Yourself

• Find a Mentor

• Join Relevant Organizations

• Have Fun & Share

• Revisit Basic Research Method

Where Do I Go for Help?

• Archives

• Libraries

• Historical Associations

• Genealogical Societies

• Users Groups
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Final Tips

• Walk the Lands of Your Ancestors

• Don’t be Library-only Genealogist

• Don’t be in a Rush – Lifetime Pursuit

• Destinations are Great , but the true
Pleasure is in the Journey!

The End

Thanks!



 
Online Links for Family History Research: 
 
Free Genealogical Software:  www.familysearch.org; www.legacyfamilytree.com  
 
Charts and Records:  http://www.byubroadcasting.org/ancestors/
 
http://genealogy.about.com/msuboral.htm A collection of everything you need to conduct oral 
histories including how to prepare for an oral history interview, effective questions, scripts, and 
more. 
www.familysearch.org Search Ancestral File, IGI, and the Family History Library Catalog or 
Download Personal Ancestral File(PAF) and begin organizing your family files today. 
 
www.rootsweb.com/usgenweb Search State pages for local county histories, 
cemetery/church/probate records and others’ research results/queries.  These web pages include 
census, immigration and other key records data.  The same information can be found for 
international countries at http://worldgenweb.org/.  
 
Search Engines for genealogical databases: www.genealogy.com; www.ancestry.com; 
www.rootsweb.com ; www.familytree.com  
 
www.higginsonbooks.com Compiled records - quality surname histories and map reprints  
 
Mailing Lists, Bulleting Boards, Newsletters and Query Boards: www.rootsweb.com; 
www.usgenweb.org; worldgenweb.org  
 
http://ssdi.genealogy.rootsweb.com/ An online Social Security Death Index. 
 
http://www.ellisislandrecords.org/  Ship manifests for Ellis Island from 1892-1924. 
 
http://olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/index.shtml  Transcribed ship lists for early immigrants. 
 
http://www.cyndislist.com/topical.htm#Religions  A listing of sources for the records of various 
religions and http://www.rootsweb.com/~rwguide/lesson17.htm  A nice article containing 
overview of numerous religions with timeframes and links to additional detail. 
 
http://www.census-online.com/links/  A listing by state of the census as it is available online. 
 
http://www.census.pro.gov.uk/  The 1901 Online Census for England and Wales. 
 
 
Books for Family History Research: 
 
Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy.  3rd edition. Baltimore, 
Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 2000 ISBM: 0-8063-1621-7 LC: 99-73349 
 
Mills, Elizabeth Shown, FASG. Evidence!: Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian. 
Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1997. ISBN: 0-8063-1543-1 LC: 97-
72909 
 
Szucs, Loretto Dennis. The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy. Revised edition. 
Edited by L.D. Szucs and Sandra H. Luebking. Salt Lake City, Utah: Ancestry Inc., 1996. ISBM: 
0-916489-67-1 LC: 96-41-402 
 

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://www.byubroadcasting.org/ancestors/
http://genealogy.about.com/msuboral.htm
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/usgenweb
http://worldgenweb.org/
http://www.genealogy.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.familytree.com/
http://www.higginson.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://worldgenweb.org/
http://ssdi.genealogy.rootsweb.com/
http://www.ellisislandrecords.org/
http://olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/index.shtml
http://www.cyndislist.com/topical.htm#Religions 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~rwguide/lesson17.htm
http://www.census-online.com/links/
http://www.census.pro.gov.uk/




A
Almanacs — Books that describe the events

of one year (weather, floods, cycle of moon,
statistics on people, etc.) for a place. They
may give addresses of governments,
organizations, or churches. 

Archives and Libraries— Descriptions of
archives, libraries, museums, and other
places where records are stored.

B
Bible Records— Pages from family Bibles

which record births, marriages, deaths,
family relationships, and some genealogies.
These pages may have been copied,
collected, or indexed by family name.

C
Cemeteries— Records about burial places,

tombstone and monument inscriptions,
records of sextons, lists of the buried,
cemetery landscape and design, or how to
copy gravestones or take rubbings. May give
birth, marriage, and family information.

Census— An official count of a people taken
by government or church. Depending on the
place and time, it may be sketchy (only the
name of the head of household and the
number of persons living there) or detailed
(names of all people in household, ages, sex,
occupation, income, etc.).

Centennial Celebrations, etc.— Records of
celebrations of historic events,
anniversaries (100th, 50th, etc.) in which
the history of a country, church, place, or
organization 
may be told.

Chronology— Records which tell how
different people measure days, months,
years, and keep track of time.

Church History— Histories of Christian
churches, which may be general (e.g.,
history of a denomination, worldwide) or
specific (e.g., a certain church building, a
Catholic parish, a Latter-day Saint ward,
etc.).

Church Records— Records of Christian
churches that often give information about
christenings, baptisms, marriages, and
deaths, as well as church membership and
other things. In many places, churches kept
the only official records.

Civil Registration— Official records of vital
information (births, marriages, and deaths)
kept by civil leaders, outside the United
States and Canada.

Colonization— Records of colonies in new
lands, often with lists of persons, ethnic
groups, and classes of people. Colonists may

have been prisoners sent to settle new
lands, free men enticed to go to new lands,
those who chose to go to new lands, or those
forced to leave their homelands.

Compiled Records— Information that has
been gathered from various sources and
compiled as a record of events,
relationships, circumstances, often in the
form of biographies, family histories, etc. 

Concentration Camps—A written
descriptive work pertaining to institutions
who detain groups of people based on their
race, religion, national origin, etc.

Correctional Institutions— Records of
institutions which confined people (those
who committed crimes, debtors, etc.) as
inmates. May list names of persons held
there and their guardians.

Court Records— Proceedings, actions, and
discussions of various. Court records cover
criminal offenses, licensing, contracts,
divorce, probate, land and property, etc.

D
Description and Travel— Records about

the geography of a place, which may include
personal impressions and descriptions.
Provide background material, historical
descriptions, and social history.

Dictionaries— Books of words and their
definitions, arranged alphabetically.
Dictionaries may define words used in one
language or may contain words translated
from one language to another.

Directories— Alphabetical or classified lists 
that include the names and addresses of 
(1) the inhabitants or organizations of a
place, or (2) members of an organization.

Directories— Alphabetical or classified lists
that include the names and addresses of 
(1) the inhabitants or organizations of a
place, or (2) members of an organization.

Divorce Records— Collections of records of
divorces and annulments.

Dwellings— Records about buildings and
homes-the design, construction, traditions,
etc. May discuss architecture generally 
(e.g., Georgian home styles) or note specifics
(e.g., the buildings on one Scandinavian
farm). Useful for background information
for personal or family histories.

E
Emigration and Immigration— Records

about people moving out of or into a
country. May contain lists of ship’s
passengers, people who bought tickets from
a ticket agent, police registration on leaving
or arriving in a country, etc. Does not
include records of moves within a country.

Encyclopedias and Dictionaries— Records
which inform concisely about many general
subjects or which explain one subject
thoroughly.

Ethnology— Records about races of peoples-
their traditions, origin, background; where

or how they lived; their physical, social, and
religious characteristics, etc.

F
Family Histories— Records that contain

genealogical information, biographical
sketches, or stories about members or
branches of a family, or those having a
common surname.

Folklore— Records of stories, tales, and oral
traditions of a people. May discuss religious
beliefs, explanations of creation of the
world, and sagas that depict history and
heroes.

Funeral Homes— Records pertaining to
funeral homes or mortuaries, including
business records, burial expenses, and
information on the deceased.

G
Gazetteers— Records which list geographical

names alphabetically, often giving
descriptions of those localities or their map
coordinates.

G e n e a l o g y— Records that trace family
ancestors or descendants, and family
histories of many families who do not share a
single surname. May have descriptions or
charts of pedigrees, family trees, and family
g r o u p s .

Guardianship— Court decisions, legal
records, and any information about a
guardian’s responsibility for a child,
including adoption.

H
Handbooks, Manuals, etc.— Reference

works in which facts and information
pertaining to a certain subject are arranged
for ready reference and consultation.

Handwriting— Records about early forms of
handwriting (alphabets, writing samples,
instructions on how to decipher, etc.).

Heraldry— Records about coats of arms,
family crests, flags, emblems, seals, etc.,
and how they were devised, granted, or
used.

Hindu Records— Records, documents, or
registers created by Hindu sects which often
contain birth, marriage, or death
i n f o r m a t i o n .

Historical Geography— Records about
changes in boundaries, jurisdictions (civil or
church), or territories at different times in
history. May include background of
prominent families, including genealogies.

History— Descriptions of the past events of a
place, an institution, or a field of knowledge.

Glossary of Record Types
The descriptions below are definitions of the majority of record types that exist throughout the world. Library catalogs list and describe the
content of each record in a library’s collection. This list includes all of the types of records in the Family History Library in Salt Lake City,
Utah, U.S.A., the largest genealogical library in the world. Most of the records described are available in more than 3,500 Family History
centers worldwide. You may also find many of these types of records at other repositories.









H OW TO SELECT A RECORD TO SEARCH:

A N C E S T O R S

A N C E S T O R S S M w w w. k by u . o r g / a n c e s t o r s
Produced by KBYU Television/Wisteria Pictures,Inc.
Major funding provided by Ancestral Quest,Inc.;the George S.and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation;and Brigham Young University with additional support from U.S.Bank.
© 2000 KBYU Television.All rights reserved.
This guide may be duplicated and distributed to students to support classroom instruction when used in conjunction with the accompanying instructional videotapes.

Choose a Source of Information
Why select a type of record first? Most record repositories have a catalog of records. The catalog describes and lists each record under a
specific record type. The sections on this page will guide you to the type of record to look for, if your research objective is clearly defined. 

I f your research objective is to find information about. . .

A VI TA L EV E N T I N T H E LI F E O F A PE R S O N, IN C L U D I N G:

• Vital Events
• Birth
• Marriage
• Death

Then go to section  1 to choose a record type that contains vital event information.

A BI O G R A P H I CA L EV E N T O R PE R S O N A L DE S C R I P T I O N A N D RE L AT I O N S H I P O F A PE R S O N, IN C L U D I N G:

Then go to section  2 to choose a record type that contains biographical information.

BAC K G RO U N D IN F O R M AT I O N A B O U T A PL AC E, GRO U P O R SU B J E C T, IN C L U D I N G:

• History (of places or groups)
• Geography (of places)
• Culture (related to religious, social and ethnic groups)
• Language (including the handwriting of a culture)
• Facts (about places or groups)
• Record Repositories (where records are kept)
• Instructions (related to conducting research in a specific place)

Then go to section  3 to choose a record type that contains background information.

1 CH O O S E A RE C O R D T Y P E T H A T CO N TA I N S V I TA L E V E N T I N F O R M AT I O N

First, look for birth, marriage and death information about your ancestor in compiled records. Consider the following examples located in a Family
History Center™. . .

• Ancestral File™ (available in the FamilySearch™ computer program, or on the world wide web).
• The International Genealogical Index™ (IGI) (available on microfiche and in the FamilySearch computer program, or on the world wide web)
• Family Histories. Look for your ancestor’s surname in the Family History Library Catalog™ Surname section, (available on microfiche and in

the FamilySearch computer program, or on the world wide web)

Then, if you do not find information in compiled records, such as the ones above, look for one of the record types listed under your research objective below. . .

Birth Vital Record or Civil Registration, Church Records, Census, Emigration and Immigration, Naturalization and Citizenship,
Bible Records, Cemeteries, Obituaries, Military Records, Town Records, Newspapers, Occupations

Marriage Vital Records or Civil Registration, Church Records, Newspapers, Bible Records, Military Records, Divorce Records, Land
and Property, Town Records

Death Vital Records or Civil Registration, Cemeteries, Probate Records, Church Records, Obituaries, Bible Records, Military
Records, Funeral Homes, Town Records

NOTE: If you have searched for a record type above and have not found a record, then contact another record repository where that type of record may be
s t o r e d .

2 CH O O S E A R E C O R D T Y P E T H A T CO N TA I N S B I O G R A P H I C A L I N F O R M AT I O N

First, find your research objective below. Then, choose one of the record types next to it.

Adoption Guardianship, Genealogy, Census Biography, Court Records, Probate Records, Church Records, Directories, Obituaries,
S o c i e t i e s

Age Vital Records or Civil Registration, Census, Cemeteries, Military Records
Burial Cemeteries, Obituaries, Vital Records or Civil Registration, Church Records, Funeral Homes, Town Records

Events
• Adoption
• Burial
• Citizenship
• City or parish of foreign birth
• Debt
• Divorce
• Foreign place of origin

• Illness
• Imprisonment
• Living relatives
• Migration
• Military service
• Naming customs
• Occupation
• Orphaned

• Place where lived
• Property owned
• Public or legal transactions
• Religious activity
• School
• Servitude

Personal Descriptions,
Characteristics and Relationships

• Age
• Relatives (parents, children, spouse)
• Maiden name
• Physical description



Citizenship Naturalization and Citizenship, Biography

City or parish of foreign birth Church Records, Naturalization and Citizenship, Genealogy, Biography, Vital Records, Civil Registration,
Newspapers, History, Emigration and Immigration

Country of foreign birth Church Records, Civil Registration, Naturalization and Citizenship, Census Records, Emigration and
Immigration

Debt Poorhouses-Poor Law

Divorce Divorce Records, Court Records, Vital Records or Civil Registration, Newspapers

Foreign place of origin Emigration and Immigration, Census, Naturalization and Citizenship, Church Records, Military Records

Illness Medical Records

Imprisonment Correctional Institutions, Concentration Camps

Living relatives Genealogy, Directories, Court Records, Obituaries, Census, Biography, Societies, Church Records, Probate
Records

Maiden name Vital Records or Civil Registration, Cemeteries, Probate Records, Church Records, Bible Records, Obituaries,
Newspapers, Military Records

Migration Emigration and Immigration, Census, Naturalization and Citizenship, Genealogy, Biography

Military service Military Records

Naming customs Names-Personal, Social Life and Customs

Occupation Census, Directories (City), Emigration and Immigration, Officials and Employees, Court Records, Business 
Records and Commerce, Newspapers, Merchant Marine

Orphaned Orphans and Orphanages, Guardianship

Physical description Vital Records or Civil Registration, Naturalization and Citizenship, Emigration and Immigration, Biography,
Military Records, Genealogy, Personal Journals

Place where lived Census, Directories (City), Land and Property Taxation, Voting Registers, Church Records, History, Military Records

Property owned Probate Records, Land andProperty, Taxation Manors

Public or legal transactions Court Records, Public Records, Newspapers, Notarial Records

Vital Records or Civil Registration, Church Records, Bible Records, Census, Probate Records, Emigration and
Immigration, Obituaries, Notarial Records, Naturalization Citizenship

Religious activity Church Records, Jewish Records, Buddhist Records, Hindu Records, Islamic Records, Shinto Records, History,
Biography, Census, Cemeteries

School Schools

Servitude Slavery and Bondage

3 C H O O S E A R E C O R D T Y P E T H A T CO N TA I N S B A C K G RO U N D I N F O R M AT I O N

First, find your research objective below. Then, choose one of the record types next to it.

History (of places or groups) History, Colonization, Histories of Churches, Minorities, Periodicals, Chronology,
Encyclopedias and Dictionaries, Centennial Celebrations, Migration Internal Law
and Legislation, Military History,Yearbooks

Geography (of places) Gazetteers, Maps, Historical Geography, Postal and Shipping Guides, Description
and Travel, Names-Geographical

Culture (related to religious, social and ethnic groups) Religion and Religious Life, Social Life and Customs, Minorities, Native Races,
Ethnology, Folklore

Language (and handwriting of a culture) Language and Languages - Dictionaries, Handwriting

Facts (about places or groups) Almanacs, Statistics, Politics and Government, Population, Occupations, Heraldry,
Names-Personal, Dwellings 

Record repositories (in country, state, city, etc.) Archives and Libraries - Directories, Societies - Directories

Instructions Handbooks, Manuals, etc., Periodicals

Go to a Place Where Records are Stored
Where are records stored? If a record that was created about an event in your ancestor’s life still exists, it could be in two or more places:
1. The original record is probably somewhere in or near the place where it was created.
2. Acopy of the original record may have been handwritten, photocopied, microfilmed, microfiched or made part of a computer file. If one or more copies

were made, one of those copies is in a record repository (place where records are kept) that you can contact. Some examples of record repositories
include, a library, archive, court house, home, Family History Center, genealogical and historical society, etc.

How do I get access to the records in the repository? Talk with the person who is responsible for preserving and maintaining the records. Ask if
the records are available for access. Tell him or her the type of record you are looking for, your ancestor’s name, and the place and date of the event.

Choose a Record to Search in the Repository’s Catalog
How do I find records in the catalog? Look under the name of the location where you assume the event occurred, and the type of record you selected.

How do I know which record to choose?
• Compare the catalog’s description of the record with your research objective on your Research Log.
• Decide which record description appears to possibly contain the information you are looking for. Remember, look for information about the ancestor

you chose, including a specific event, place, and date. When you find a record that appears to match, describe the record on your Research Log.

Relatives (parents/
c h i l d r e n / s p o u s e )

(related to conducting research in a specific place)



J
Jewish Records— Records, documents, or

registers of Jewish religious groups, usually
giving information on births, marriages, or
deaths.

L
Land and Property— Records (private and

civil) about the ownership and transfer of
land and other property, including deeds,
mortgages, brands, and marks of ownership.

Language and Languages— Records that
define, teach, or describe major languages
and specific dialects.

Law and Legislation— Records, histories,
and descriptions of laws, codes, ordinances,
e t c .

M
Manors— Records about the feudal manor

system: descriptions of the lord, his lands,
buildings, and dealings with people on the
land. May include lists of people,
genealogies, histories, and probate and civil
court records. A manor was an English or
Middle Ages estate under the ownership of
a lord who had rights over land and
tenants. This included the right to hold
court.

M a p s— Maps, charts, or plans which may
show current or historic locations of towns,
buildings, boundaries, roads, rivers,
railroads, parish boundaries , etc. Includes
a t l a s e s .

Medical Records— Records about the
medical field-hospital records; records of
doctors, midwives (babies delivered), or
other practitioners; lists of patients; licenses;
e t c .

Merchant Marine— Works and records
dealing with publicly or privately-owned
ships and their personnel.

Migration, Internal— Records about the
movement of people within a country. May
show growth of cities, movement of tribes or
ethnic groups, or population changes due to
industrialization, famine, plague, etc.

Military History— History of battles, wars,
and armed forces (rarely includes names of
soldiers).

Military Records— Military service records
and lists of primarily men and boys who are
serving, have served, or are eligible to serve
in the armed forces. May include pensions,
muster, or discharge lists.

Minorities— Histories and descriptions of
racial, ethnic, religious, or other groups of
people who were a small segment, distinct
from the larger population of an area.

N
Names, Geographical— Books about names

of places (geographical areas, countries,
cities, street names, etc.), May give their
origin, history, changes, or variations.

Names, Personal— Books about names of
persons, families, deities, businesses, or
ethnic groups. May give variations,
histories, meanings, origins, or uses.

Native Races— Histories or descriptions of
original peoples who lived in regions settled
in modern times. Includes peoples such as
American Indians, Australian Aborigines,
Maori, etc.

Naturalization and Citizenship— Books,
records, and laws concerning citizenship-the
qualifications for, the process of, and
country records. Includes oaths of allegiance
and naturalization papers. May give birth,
marriage, and family information.

Newspapers— Copies, clippings, or complete
newspapers which usually contain birth,
marriage, and death announcements.

Notarial Records— Records of notaries, who
(in many places) verified business
transactions, wills, marriage contracts,
intention to marry, sale of land, etc.

O
Obituaries— Notices or lists of deaths, often

with biographical sketches, usually from
newspapers. May include funeral sermons.

Occupations— Records that give general
descriptions of a specific job or trade. 
Includes information on guild, unions,
apprenticeships, etc.

Officials and Employees— Lists and
records of government officials and
employees, including international agencies
and institutions under government
direction.

Orphans or Orphanages— Records about
children raised or cared for by someone
other than their parents (includes child-
welfare cases). Name and age of child is
usually given. May include descriptions of
the institutions where these children lived.

P
Pensions— Records of compensation for

military service, employment, disability,
reparation, etc. Includes lists of eligibility,
names of family, wife or widow, heirs, etc.
Periodicals— Regularly issued magazines or
journals containing various articles.

Politics and Government— Records about
the politics or government of an area. This
includes parliament discussions, feudal
society, economic policy, national or local
governments, etc.

Poorhouses, Poor Law, etc.— Records
about institutions that care for the poor,
including lists of inmates, removal and
settlement papers, and laws on care of the
p o o r, etc.

P o p u l a t i o n— Studies of population statistics
of certain places which give such things as
size and density, growth, migration, vital
statistics, average family, historical changes,
e t c .

Postal and Shipping Guides— List of post
offices, railroad stations and stops, ports,
terminals, etc., with place names and route

information.Probate Records— Records,
wills, settlements, court proceedings, laws,
etc., that deal with a person’s estate at
death. May include names of relatives.

Public Records— Any records created by
civil authorities which do not fit under other
specific subject headings.

R
Religion and Religious Life— Records

about beliefs, customs, and practices of
religious groups (rituals, tenets, etc.).

S
Schools— Records about educational

institutions. May contain lists of teachers,
students, or graduates.

Shinto Records— Records, documents,
registers, etc., created by Shinto sects.

Slavery and Bondage— Records about
slaves, indentured servants, serfs, or those
who have been freed. May have lists of
people,deeds of people considered as
property, etc.

Social Life and Customs— Records about
manners, customs, ceremonies, traditions,
and lifestyles of a certain place.

S o c i e t i e s— Records of organizations,
institutions, or groups active in particular
field of interest. May include lists of
m e m b e r s .

Statistics— Numerical information about a
place or topic, such as tallies, trends,
census, population, etc.

T
Taxation— Description of records of 

a tax system, including tax lists, lists of 
property, etc.

Town Records— Records of local civil
governments, especially in New England
and New York. May contain records of
births, marriages, deaths, property, names
of officials, tax rolls, business transactions,
minutes, etc.

V
Vital Records— Collections of records of

births, marriages, or deaths. In the United
States, these include official government
records.

Voting Registers— Lists of registered or
eligible voters of countries, cities, or
electoral districts. May include heads of
households only.

Y
Yearbooks— Books that summarize the

events of one year for a specific place,
organization, or topic (such as
demographics, farm production,
government).
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